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Article on Child Labour

Shalini Dutta
B.A., 1st Year English Honours, Roll 163

Not al children in India are lucky to enjoy their childhood. Many of them are forced to work
under inhuman condition. A large number of children in India are quite strangers to the joy
and innocence of the formative years of their lives. They are exploited under hazardous
work condition, poorly paid for long hours of work; they have to abandon their studies to
support their families at an age child early labourers also run the risk of contracting various
diseases. They are vulnerable to exploitation by all means.

Children often work in dangerously polluted factories. They work for 9 to 10 hours at a
stretch including night shifts. No wonder that a large number of child workers have sunken
chests and their bone frames just out giving them a fragile look. They are made to work in
small rooms under inhuman conditions which include unhygienic surroundings.

Child labour isinevitable in a country like India where 40 percent of the population lives
in conditions of extreme poverty. The children have to supplement their parent’s income or
in some cases, they are the only wage earners in the family.Sometimes children are employed
against a loan or debt or social obligation by the family of the child. In urban areas children
of migrant workers mostly belonging to low caste groups such as dalits or marginalised
tribal sections are pledged to work in small production houses and factorics.

Collective efforts are needed on the part of our society and the government to put an end
to the practice of child labour. The government should make efforts to in crease the incomes
of parents by launching various development schemes. Efforts should be made towards
poverty eradication combined with educational reforms to provide free or affordable access
to quality education. Only by taking comprehensive steps the Government can hope to
eliminate all forms of child labour by 2025.

JISBWRS PAIYL Igoyd eluY
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Article on Women Empowerment

e O o
Rajstuti Mitra
1st Year, English (Hons.) Roll No. - 156

“We realise the importance of our voice when we are silenced.” —Malala Yousaf zai

Women Empowerment implies the ability in women to take decisions with regard to their
life and work and giving equal rights to them in all spheres like personal, social, economic,
political, legal and so on.

Women empowerment is the much talked about issue today. Women are increasingly
getting empowered to decide the course of their life and professions and realize their fullest
potential :(—

“l want to apologize to al the women
1 have called pretty,
before | have called them intelligent as brave
| am sorry | made it sound as though
before I've called them intelligent or brave something as simple as what you're born with
us al you have to be proud of
when you have broken mountains
with your wet.
From now on | will say things like
you are resilient, or you are extraordinary not because | don’t think you're beautiful but
because | need you to known
you are more than that”
— By Rupi Kaur

Women empowerment has become the buzzword today with women working alongside men
in all spheres. They profess an independent outlook whether they / their duties take discharge
or decisions with regard to their education, career, profession and lifestyle. With steady
increase in the number of working women, they have gained financial independence which has
given them confidence to lead their own lives and build their own identity. They successfully
take up diverse professions to prove that they are second to none in any respect. But while
doing so women also take care to strike a balance between their commitment to their profession
as well as their home and family. They are playing multiple roles of a mother, daughter, sister
wife and working professional with remarkable harmony and case. With equal opportunities to
work, they work to render all possible cooperation to their male counterparts in meeting the
deadlines and targets set in their respective professions Women empowerment is not only
limited to urban areas but also in remote towns and villages, are they increasingly making their
voices heard loud and clear in society. They are no longer willing to play a second fiddle to
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their male counter parts. Educated, they are asserting their social and political rights and
making their presence felt regardless of their socio-economic back-grounds.

While it is true that women, by and large, don’'t face discrimination in society today,
unfortunately many of them face exploitation and harassment which can be of diverse types-
emotional, physical, mental and sexual. They are often subjected to rape, abuse and other forms
of physical violence.

Women empowerment adds to confidence of women and their ability to lead meaningful and
purposeful lives. It removes their dependence on others and makes them individuals leading
lives on their own right. With it, we cannot remove injustice and gender bias and inequalities.

Women empowerment helps to make the society and world a better place to live in and
march forward on our way to inclusive participation. It means increasing happiness for the
family and the organizations where women make a difference. Unless there is attitudinal
change in society towards women, merely arming then with legal and constitutional rights will
be simply inadequate.

Meghna Jaiswal, First Semester Trisha Roy, First Semester
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Imagination And Literature

Sayantika Mukherjee
1st Year, English (Hons.)
Roll No. - 97

The exaltation of imagination as the prime agent of creative process, comes with the
German critics and the Romantic poets of the nineteenth century. Blake writes : “Imagination
is spiritual sensation.” It is the “first principal of knowledge and all others are derivative”.
In his reaction against empiricism and theories of art based thereon, Blake condemns all
those who pretend to destroy imagination by imitation of nature’s images drawn from
remembrance. Blake reverses the assumptions of the empirical tradition without the aid of
German metaphysics.

Coleridge distinguishes two types of imagination — the primary imagination and the
secondary imagination According to him, the primary imagination is the living Power and
prime agent of all human perception and the secondary imagination is an echo of the former,
coexisting with the conscious will, yet as identical with the primary in its agency and
differing only in degree and in the mode of operation, which dissolves in order to recreate
or to idealise and to unify. It is thus sharply differentiated from fancy which is a mere mode
of memory emancipated from the order of time and space. Coleridge seeks to unite creative
imagination with the imitation of nature. Wordsworth rejects the differentiation between
fancy and imagination, listing them together as one of the qualities requisite for the poet.
Wordsworth distinguishes the human and dramatic imagination of Shakespeare from the
enthusiastic and meditative imagination of the Bible, Milton and Spenser. The Romantics
insist that the most vital activity of the mind is the imagination. They believe that imagination
gains efflorescence into the transcendent world.

With this imagination, Wordsworth evokes upon common things a light that never was
on sea and land thereby ascribing abeiota of divnily onto such things. Coleridge, on the
other hand, can naturalise the supernatural with this imaginative insight into the spirit of the
weird and the uncanny.

Wordsworth, again, makes imagination akin to intrusion which helps him to perceive the
presence of something for more deeply inter fused. All the romantic poets have had perception
of the world of senses but for them it is the instrument which set their visionary powers in
action. The visible world is, for them, mirror of eternity.

John Keats is generally known as a poet who lived for sensuous impressions but sight,
touch and smell awoke his imagination and he found himself transported to an ideal world
of beauty love and joy. ‘Ode to a Nightingale Keats' is an example of imaginative excursions
to a higher reality through the operation of the senses. In Endymion, he says that happiness
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raises our mind to the followhip with essence. Shelley believes in the creative power of
imagination, In Prometheus Unbond, he says that a poet watches the natural things and from
these he can create forms more real than living man. He calls poetry “The expression of
imagination” because in it, diverse things are brought together in harmony instead of being
separated through analysis.

Wordsworth and Coleridge expound the theory of imagination in their critical writings,
Preface and ‘Biographia Litereria’ respectively Coleridge in his supernatural poems ‘Kubla
Khan,” ‘The Ancient Mariner’ and Christable conveys the mystery of life by obliterating the
distinction between the natural and the supernatural. Wordsworth explains imagination as
reason in her most exalted mood and by this imagination, he can see into the life of things.

Thus, the great romantics agree that their task is to find through imagination some
transcendental world which explains the world of appearances. From the romantic perioly
the role of imagination in poetry and literature is being stressed. The romantics derive their
theory of imagination largely from metaphysics, But that literature is an imaginative
reconstruction of facts of life, is admitted by critics and writers since then. In modern
theories of poetry, we hear relatively little about imagination. The synthesis of different
elements in a work of art is brought by imagination.

Whatever may be the aesthetic, psychological and philosophical interpretation of imagination,
the fact remains that) imagination is a creative faculty which helps the creation of the
beautiful forms out of the materials of life. Art is life seen through a temperament. It is an
interpretation of life as life shapes itself in the mind of the interpreter. It is the vision and
imagination of the writer that make for the uniqueness of a work of art. Again, imagination
recreates and rediscovers life for the readers, it does not copy nature. It diffuses, dissolves
and recreates; it idealises and unifies. Through imagination the particular becomes universal,

and different formal elements become an organism.

Isha Chatterjee, Second Semester Trisha Roy, First Semester
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The Youth of Today is The Drawing Force of Tomorrow

e o o
Rajstuti Mitra
1st Year, English (Hons.) Roll No. - 156

Our modern generation is changing and everyone is busy blaming the youth of today.;

But few can we blame for the future when it was us who made the world this way.

Young people are crucial segment of they are the base for future devel opment. Young people
are social actors of change and can serve as pressure group of lobby goes in defining the
priorities. It has been clearly stressed that youth are not only the lenders of tomorrow but the
pathers of Today. Youth have some responsibility towards then country. We need to learn from
yesterday and live with hope for a better tomorrow. We can learn from our past how the young
warriors shed then blood for the country. We all have some duties towards or country which
we must understand and practice. Youth and nation how to wak hand in hand. Mosa
importantly the youth should be honest and hand working kg Youth should stand against all
wrong doings in the country instead of blaming the system. We the youth should use our brains
strength creativity and imagination to serve our nation instead of asking who's going to fight
the corruption? We should do it ourselves, rather than fighting upon the issues and running the
country, we should learn to develop it salute al those youths of the past who made an effort
to make a difference We are back bone to the nation and can change the future of the society
with our well being and consariguireous behaviour.

Unfortunately we find today the youth, those who are more interested in other places which
are not useful to them as well as to nation They choose to spend the days doing drugs and
armed robbery, Mare and more young men and women of this age group are setting at home
or roaming about aimlessly instead of bettering themselves or going to work. They have no
vision and if they don’t have dreams they don’t have the drive to make and attempt at achieving
them. We must get control of this. We must motivate our youth. We must teach responsibility
and goal settings, things have to change, with our schools with the older generation being,
mentors, and with the youth who are right now doing nothing. It is the duty of the youth to
show the older generation that they are wrong about us. Let them show that they have
intelligence and skills. You will not became rich overnight either way but at least if you make
and effort then you have begun journey to your dreams.

The youth of today is the driving force of tomorrow. It has some responsibility towards its
nation which it must acknowledge and practice. Youth should come together and mould the
nation for a better tomorrow. If any section of the society in any country is most important for
change, again in it the youth people. Patriotism comes naturally to young people but they also
respond early to the call of Internationalism.

The youth compete with sporting spirit Just took at the spirit of Internationalism that today
prevails in the soccer (football) world with the start of any football tournament no matters
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which team wins, football youth fullness will spirit of oneness will win Black stars, satelite and
others. Let's ook at the team spirit of oneness they show in the field of play and try out things.
And they were alive and powerful. So let’s look around and listen to the cry of Mother ghana
which is unhead. Choose your role and act appropriately to create better tomorrow and change
the minds of the people.

Annual Sports, 2020-2021
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Pendulum

Urmila Ganguly
1st Year, English (Hons.) Roll No. - SH 820

“Insanity Doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.”
—Albert Einstein

Humanity is asubmissive harmony of all the animal instincts that nature empowred human
along with survival instincts. Later on civilization provided the opportunity to rethink the
definitions of the qualities that made us human.

3 days had been passed but the sky was still not quite clear. Suddenly the phone beeped.
Rii’s mother received the phone calmly. Her teary voice assured that she couldn’t makea She
instructed her daughter to accept the reality and return home safely. The first thing she did
returning home was to text Aakash “1 lost, | couldn’t clear the finals.” Moments later the reply
came... “Fight and just don't give up.”

After aweek, Rii went to college. Her friends waved, but she didn’t respond. Everything
seemed fake. She waited for Durga to come out of the Professors’ Room. She avoided eye
contact, but Durga noticed her.

Dogs Are you done with the formalities?

Rii: Yes.

Durga: You should definitely rejoin the classes. See, the past is behind you Now move on
and make an effort.

After a brief pause, she spoke again. D: So should | expect you in the upcoming classes?

Rii nodded her voice cracked.

R: | requested Sarat sir if he could manage to guide me for the next few months before |
appear in the finals.

D: | heard that but you should start planning your action right now.

A silence followed then Rii slowly looked up into her eyes waiting to be heard. She liked
this teacher since the very first day of college. Durga asked, breaking the pause —“ Want to say
something?’

Words formed webs inside Rii’s head but all she could manage to say was no.

The sky was finally clearing the freshness that the rain spread... al felt a bit slow. Rii
decided to move forward. Sarat sir was going to resume the classes from that day. The college
was going alright. Everything seemed to fall on place. Rii was distracted by the pleasure of the
morning breeze. She was almost falling into the void going over and over again through the
past... Aakash was there when she had needed him. He had comforted her when the packets of
cigarettes failed Everyone had been hopeless of her. He was the one who had got her back to
life. Rii had surrendered... she had fallen in love with him. It was alright at first. But she was
too afraid that thiswouldn’'t work aswell. She was too vulnerable. She actually scared Aakash
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away. Everything started to fail.

Rii: still wanted him back... she was unable to let go of his eyes, which, although, were
indifferent while he had advised her to move on...

Rii: returned to consciousness, suddenly and thought to herself. Stop over thinking. She
gathered her books fumed the pages and waited for Sarat sir to come. He was a weird person.
Helived within hisownworld. Hewas Durga'sfriend. Hetried to explain everything logically.
He visualized the world from inside of some obnoxious boundaries and nothing in between
The earth was a parallel superimposition of black and white for him.

Rii: wasawaysabit curious about him. Shetned to know more about him but never succeeded.
Sometimes he suffocated Rii with his harsh truths. But one thing Rii loved about him was his
happiness, like a newborn baby. He was ageing like everyone, but never really grew old.

Dayswere passing by every week. Rii used to wait eagerly both for Sarat sir and his classes.
They used to walk for hours after the class He tried to ex plain her wrong steps how she could
be so vulnerable and accepted Aakash asamental support and fell in lovewith him He sometimes
even assured her - “Go find a subject that you like more than anybody else and live inside it.
You'll be happier. And trust me you would never look back.” ... and Rii nodded like alittle girl
She was finally able to sleep without tossing and turning for hours Aaksh was still occupying
her mind She had let him control her happiness... and then it was gone with him That void had
become inevitable Sarat Su could understand her dilemma. He told her “You cannot separate
yourself in parts at atime and claim yourself happy”.

It was Holi. Aakash was to come over He was here only color in the monotonous life. He
disappointed Rii once again. She was hopeless. She called Sarat sir and asked him to meet.
They met at the riverside. Rii drowned her feet and splashed water every now and then. The
sun was slowly heading towards west leaving all its glory behind. She was silent today.

Sarat: Can you please start?!! The dusk feels too sad to me.

Rii: No, I’'m perfectly saturated After along pause Rii: looked at his eyes.

Sarat: What are you looking at?

Rii: Your eyes are beautiful!!

Sarat: Really? In aworld of possibilities, you only get to look at my eyes?!!

R: Don't say that, say “I’m uncomfortable don’t look at me”.

S: Fine, I'm uncomfortable Look elsewhere if you please...

Rii: smiled and moved her eyes aside to follow the sindoor-red reflection of sun in the
water.

R: Can | ask you something?

S: Goon

R: Please don’t abandon me.

S: But why?

R: 1 don't know

S: What special things do we do that will be missed afterwards?

Rii: was silent. She mumbled something inaudibly. She cleared her throat.

R: May be can sleep in peace now because of you.

Sarat moved closer to her he lifted her hand and took it between his palms.

34 @ M55/ Lakkbie| 8T 20-21



S: Who am | to you?

R: A friend

S: Sure?

Rii nodded Although she was clear that she wanted Aakash and not him She didn’t want any
next with him Besides she knew they had such complex age gap and social restrictions Still she
was happy that somehow, he held her hand.

That night, some calculations went terribly wrong. She closed her eyes but she couldn’t
find Aakash’s eyes. The vision was clearly disrupted. She saw Saral’s eyes instead There was
no escape!

The next day Durga somehow noticed that Rii was distracted. Rii wanted to share things
with somebody Durga seemed the only one. She requested Durga to sort things out at their
mutual convenience Rii was asked to be truthful over and over again, But she was too warned
to be judged She was afraid to lose contact with someone such close. Durga asked Rii about
her feeling towards him. Rii consciously lied She poured in all her insecurities about Sarat and
her relationship into the denial of the newborn feelings about him And then she made up some
excuses and escaped the scenario. Situations were going worse as usual. Sarat had also told Rii
that those feelings of her were clearly not mutual. He showed her proper signs which were
intentionally ignored.

Things started to fall apart again Durga had distanced herself from Rii. The whole thing
was at dead end College seemed too mechanical after these. Sherealized that she was experiencing
some tempered visionary of happiness. She talked to Sarat about apologizing to Durga but
never found the courage. One day her * guilty conscicous’ made her apologize to Durga and she
conveyed that she wanted things normal between them again. Durga agreed on one condition,
she asked her to go on with the relationship with Sarat as friend not under some poor constant
social boundaries that camouflaged under the name of love.

Three days have been passed but the sky is still not quite clear. Suddenly the phone beeped.
Rii’s mother received the phone calmly. A teary voice responded from the other side- “1 made
it maa...” The whole scenario fell like some sort of deja vu. Suddenly she felt weak on her
knees and there was dark everywhere. When she opened her eyes she saw that Durga was
holding her hands. She closed her eyes again. Then some cal culationswent terribly wrong. She
closed her eyes but she couldn’t find Sarat’s eyes. The vision was clearly disrupted by the eyes
of the lady sat beside her holding her hands. And again there is no escape...
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Creative Bower

Ila Mondal, First Semester

Disha Ghosh, First Semester

Mondal Digital Isha Chatterjee, First Semester
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Creative Bower

Shreya Sadhukhan, First Semester

Isha Chatterjee, First Semester

Trisha Roy, First Semester

Shreya Sadhukhan, First Semester
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